
1 

 

PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP RENT CONTROL BOARD 

 

MINUTES OF 

REGULAR MEETING 

March 23, 2017 - 7:00P.M. 

 

  

Chairman Joe Keenan called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm., read the Sunshine Act Statement 

and led the flag salute 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Joseph Keenan, Chairman 

William Carey, Vice Chairman 

  David Downs 

Sherri Wray 

Jennie Hawkins 

  Matthew W. Ritter, Esq., Solicitor 

Absent: Linda Jones 

 

The Registered Municipal Clerk, Mimi M. Marlor, RMC was also present as Secretary to the 

Board. Solicitor Matthew Ritter was also in attendance. 

 

MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Downs and seconded by Wray, the minutes of July 28, 2016 were approved as 

submitted. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 

On a motion by Downs and seconded by Carey, the meeting was opened to the Public. 

 Vote: All in favor 

  

James and Rhea Dowgirt, 3 Briarwood Lane, asked why the rent was being raised for someone 

who has been there since 1999. They asked that the company consider a phase in for the rent 

increase at a reasonable amount. They also spoke to the water issue at the Park and shared that 

they received a notice that it was not drinkable and have not receive any updates. He stated that 

he was told that it would be June or July before there was clearance to drink the water on his side 

of the street. 

 

Pearl Caudill, 22 Briarwood Lane stated she moved into the Park 4 years ago. She noted that due 

to the water issue she is buying 4-5 cases of water each month and also noted that the shared 

sewers are a problem. She stated there are instances with 6 or more people are on a sewer and its 
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overflowing in the yard. She has also had the washer back up into her house. She also wanted to 

know that the new lease states she will be charged per month a fee for having a pet.  

 

Chairman Keenan asked for a show of hands as to how many pet owners were in attendance. 

 

Fredrick Dick, 6 Bayberry Lane, resident since 2011 agreed with the issues regarding sewer and 

water. He shared that his monthly rent of 433.00 is going up 65.00 and he too agrees it should be 

phased in. He did share that the maintenance is better.  

 

Mrs. Years, 19 Dogwood Lane stated her concern was that she has been in the Park since 2009 

and they have three licensed drivers in the house. She stated the new lease is calling for only 2 

licensed drivers with vehicles. She shared that she has 2 pets and has had them forever and she 

can’t afford the raise in her rent 65.00 plus a charge for each pet.   

 

Michelle Sturgis, 18 Bayberry Lane, stated she moved into Holly Tree in 2015 at the rate of 

410.00 and in that same year incurred a rent increase to 430.00. She shared that she was never 

told about that upcoming increase when she moved in and now they want to raise it again to 

495.00 She is also concerned about a pet fee, as her dog is not a problem and her cat does not 

even go outside and her dog is properly registered with the Township. 

 

Ed Gersham, 18 Bayberry Lane, stated they were never told that the rent could go to 495.00 

because of an approved rent increase and there are no amenities that make this rent attractive. He 

also stated that the safety issues are a problem in this Park. He hopes that something good can 

come out of this meeting. 

 

Chairman Keenan asked if there was a Homeowner’s Association? 

 

Ed Gersham replied that there was not one at this time but he would be trying to get one in place.   

 

Carlton Penn, 21 Briarwood Lane stated that he has only been there September and is paying 

495.00 and bought an old trailer that needed over 6000.00 worth of improvements.  

 

Anthony Pierce, 8 Dogwood Lane stated he has been there since 1983. He noted that he has 

never received anything explaining the increase and the water is not potable. He also stated his 

concerns about the trees and that they are falling on his new roof. He does not think the increase 

is reasonable.  

 

Sherry Dinger, 33 Applewood Lane, resident since 2014 stated that she too is concerned with the 

lot increase. She is a single mother with car issues and septic issues. She also believes there 

should be street lights as there are safety issues as well in the park. She stated that a 65.00 

increase is not fair.  

 

Michael Pierce, stated he is not a resident but his fiancé lives at 11 Dogwood. He has reviewed 

the lease and because of the many questions raised about things that are not in the lease they 

have received eviction notices and other charges which they believe is because they are 

questioning the lease. He also stated they have no trash pickup. 
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Michelle Sturgis, 19 Bayberry Lane, stated that the street signs have been changed and when a 

call goes to 911 the emergency vehicle cannot find which way to go. She would like the numbers 

to be on the signs and she stated the manager told her they would be ordered. It hasn’t happened 

yet.  

 

Evelyn Gilbert, 28 Briarwood Lane, stated she has been in the park since 2005. She noted that 

the new lease is putting in a curfew of 9:30 and that is not reasonable and also concurred that the 

911 issue is a serious problem. She shared that she has been instructed to take her fencing down 

and that visitation will be restricted to 72 hours which means you cannot have company that 

stays more than 3 days. She thinks this is unreasonable and heartless.  

 

Solicitor Lori Greenberg, Esquire for the community introduced herself and stated that the 

easiest thing to correct is the street signs and that should be taken care of immediately. She stated 

that she will encourage a meeting with the residents to deal with some of these issues. As far as 

water, my understanding is that the community is monitored and the water should be good and 

I’m going to look into it. After I respond to the owners I will suggest that we can get a 

community wide newsletter out to the residents addressing some of these issues. As far as septic 

issues are concerned they are going to address it. It’s the law. It’s my understanding they have 

done a lot of work out there putting in new roads and driveways.  

 

Chairman Keenan asked for order and to allow Ms. Greenberg to speak.  

 

Attorney Greenberg continued and spoke to the 72 hour rule and explained that they are trying to 

protect the community from suspicious traffic. She also spoke to the notices and there was a 

mistake but it was quickly corrected. She noted that they have all raised good questions and she 

will have the owners respond. 

 

Larry France, 13 Bayberry Lane, has been there since 1980. My concern is flooding and in the 

wintertime the flooding and drainage was awful and dangerous. No storm drains exist and I’m 

sure the septic fills with water too.  

 

Ed Gersham, 19 Bayberry Lane, stated the reason he is here is because of the rent increase. He 

reiterated that he bought his home at the 410.00 rent and accepted the 430.00 rent. He noted that 

it seems like a legal problem that he was enticed to buy a home at a certain amount and now how 

would he ever recoup any of the monies after paying that amount. 

 

 Chairman Keenan stated that meeting with the neighbors and owners to address these issues. 

Our board can only review applications and we have no power as to when they can happen.  

 

Solicitor Ritter clarified that the rent increase came before the Rent Control Board in 2013 and 

the owner choose to not implement it. Timing is not something the Rent Control Board can 

regulate. 

 

Michelle Sturgis stated she reviewed all the minutes and could not follow them. 
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Solicitor Ritter stated the Ordinance reads that they have to give you a 60 day notice prior to the 

rent increase application before the Board.  

 

Chairman Keenan stated they only have a meeting when there is an application for review 

otherwise they are not necessary, for the most part. 

 

Fredrick Dick, stated he spoke earlier and shared that he is totally confused with what is going 

on. I took the new lease for review but you should get a new lease in the mail. I’m not sure what 

to do now.  

 

Chairman Keenan stated that we do not have the ability to answer that question. 

 

Evelyn Gilbert, who spoke earlier stated that Mr. Bergstrom was approved to raise the rent but he 

didn’t. Then he passed away. Do the new owners come in with the ability to use his application 

and increases. 

 

The answer is that the new owner assumes the rents of record and we can’t give advice or 

adjudicate what to do.  

 

Sherry Dinger, wants to understand why certain people get different rents. 

 

Solicitor Ritter stated that under our Ordinance they are entitled to vested status and if they lived 

there before 1993 they would be at the lower rate. The lots with the higher rents were not created 

until 2002 and that’s the difference. 

 

Ronald Caldwell, 8 Bayberry Lane and has been a resident for 2 years. He stated the lease seems 

to be a cut a paste and it’s not clear in the lease. I have a main concern with the drugs in the Park. 

He wants to see the drug problem addressed and to clean up the Park.  

 

Michelle Sturgis, stated there is a drug problem and Chairman Keenan urged the residents and 

Ms. Greenberg and the officer in the hallway to talk as he is sure everyone has that same concern 

in mind.  

 

Seeing no one else wishing to speak Chairman Keenan closed the Public Session. 

 

On a motion by Carey and seconded by Wray the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 pm. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Marie M. Marlor, RMC 

Municipal Clerk and Secretary to the Rent Control Board   


