
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 12, 2017 

 

 

 

 

At 7:30pm The Pittsgrove Township Committee was called to order by Dr. Fiore J. Copare, Mayor. 

It was advertised in the Daily Journal on January 7, 2017, in accordance with Public Law 1975, 

Chapter 231. The flag salute was led by Mayor Copare. 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Craver, Hickson, Ridgway, Spinelli, Copare 

Absent:    

 

Solicitor Carr and Municipal Clerk Marlor were also in attendance.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – March 22, 2017 

  

 On a motion by Craver and seconded by Ridgway, the minutes from March 22, 2017 were 

approved as submitted. 

 Vote: All in favor  

 

APPROVAL OF FACILITY USE REQUESTS 

 

On a motion by Spinelli and seconded by Craver, the (6) facility use requests as submitted 

and reviewed were approved. 

 Vote: All in favor  

 

DISCUSSION: MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

Solicitor Carr stated he could cue up the discussion. He noted that the Memorandum of 

Understanding is something that has been done in past years and because EDP offered a benefit 

to the Township the Township offered a considerable amount of reserved time on the fields for 

their tournaments. EDP (formerly MSSL) is here to discuss in public the questions raised by the 

MOU. Solicitor Carr stated he had heard that there was a willingness to go back to the old MOU 

and abandon the request for the storage building but he suggested they discuss the MOU as it 

was negotiated by Sean Daniels because he was not hearing the need to abandon the shed request 

but more so it was the issue of placement. 

 

Ashley Donlan shared that the storage container location is no problem for the EDP people. He 

believes Sean is in favor of there being a storage shed but the location can be identified by the 

Township and is of no importance to us. He did state that they are concerned with and wish to 

mitigate the traffic issues.  

 

 Committeeman Ridgway noted that there is an upcoming date where EDP is expected to use the 

park together with the planned Easter Egg Scramble. Does he anticipate any parking problems? 
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Committeeman Hickson stated that on Saturday the front parking lot would be closed off for the 

egg hunt and would reopen at the conclusion.  

 

Ashley Donlan replied that EDP was only using one half the number of fields on April 15th, not 

the entire park and he didn’t really think there would be any parking issue.  

 

Solicitor Carr stated that there has been some comments about the fields you are not using. He 

clarified that that EDP would be treating all the fields including soccer, baseball and football etc. 

He showed Mr. Donlan a Sickles Associates map of the park and asked that he identify what was 

being treated and that he would make the map a part of the MOU. 

 

Ashley Donlan replied that there has been some confusion and they are treating all the fields 

except the paddock area in the back. The upper right field on the Sickles map and he agreed that 

this map should become part of the MOU. 

 

Solicitor Carr asked if there were any more questions. 

 

Committeeman Craver stated he had asked about the soccer goals but that his question was 

answered and he confirmed that EDP owns their own goals and puts them up and down in 

addition to lining the fields.  

 

Ashley Donlan shared that EDP had offered to Pittsgrove Soccer to line the fields as a fundraiser 

but they had no response to that offer so they will line the fields themselves.  

 

Committeeman Craver asked about traffic control. 

 

 Ashley Donlan stated they have retired police that EDP hires for service on the day of a 

tournament.  

 

Committeewoman Spinelli asked again to clarify that all the fields are being taken care of. 

 

Ashley Donlan stated that they are treating all the fields with pre-emergent and grass seed.  

 

Committeeman Craver asked about traffic on Upper Neck Road and wants EDP to encourage 

people to park in the grass field by the pole barn.  

 

Ashley Donlan stated they have an email blast listing that they will send to all attendees 

requesting they do not park in restricted areas. 

 

Solicitor Carr stated that Resolution 101-2017 would be modified to include the concerns 

discussed here this evening. 

 

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

 

Solicitor John G. Carr reviewed his report synopsis that was submitted for distribution and review 

by the Township Committee. The contents of the report included:  
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Drobny v. Pittsgrove Twp.:   This is a matter with an ongoing tax appeal.  The tax appeal for 

2016 having been resolved based upon a legal technicality, the taxpayer has agreed to withdraw. 

As to the subsequent year, the taxpayer is seeking to negotiate with our Tax Assessor.  I will keep 

you advised as this develops.  I can say that the outreach with this taxpayer was a far more efficient 

result than a trial in Atlantic City and I believe the taxpayer was better placed by having the 

technicalities explained to him as opposed to losing at the time of trial. 

 

Tax Appeals:    I am in receipt of a tax appeal in the matter of Block 2703, Lot 6, a copy of which 

you will see in the documents.  I understand there were 19 tax appeals filed in the Township and 

our date for the tax appeal hearings as to those which cannot be settled is June 13, 2017. 

 

US Bank v. Johnson:    This is the matter of a foreclosure ongoing against Robert Johnson as to 

36 Brotman Avenue, Pittsgrove.  This is appropriate for addition to the list of properties in 

foreclosure which would be a part of our Abandoned Property Ordinance.  I am instructed to reach 

out to Stefany to facilitate and coordinate as to the Abandoned Property Ordinance.  At the time 

of the preparation of this report, that is at the top of my list to do. 

 

Notice of Violation v. Salem County/Hollywood:   There is an ongoing matter whereby Mr. and 

Mrs. Hollywood, Pittsgrove Township residents, sued the County and the Township (among 

others) with regard to flood conditions situate around their property.  Eileen Kull of the New Jersey 

DEP did ask for the Township’s involvement and the Township did cause me to request that Salem 

County prioritize that area along the County road system for purposes of storm water management.  

At this point, we have received in information relating to a Notice of Violation issued to the County 

effective February 2017. 

 

Soccer MOU:    We have now received correspondence which I have forwarded to the Mayor and 

Committee from Steve Shilling.  There have been questions asked and additional information 

derived however at this point, the next logical step, given that there is not a Subcommittee 

organized for purposes of negotiating this Agreement, is to discuss it as a Committee for purposes 

of electing to entertain the Agreement as written.  At the time of the preparation of this report, I 

do have a call into EDP (formerly known as MSSL) and hope to be able to update my 

understanding prior to our meeting. 

 

Solicitor Carr stated he had two add-ons to his report. First, he noted that he had spoken to Stefany 

Figueroa about the abandoned properties and he stated they are working toward letters going out. 

He also suggested that the Township Committee consider looking to adopt a Purchasing Manual 

that would be followed by all the departments and signed off by all the department heads.  

 

Solicitor Carr concluded his report. 

 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mayor Copare moved on to Committee reports. Mayor Copare called on each committee member 

as follows: 
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Committeewoman Spinelli stated that the Easter Egg Scramble is scheduled for this Saturday, 

April 15, 2017. She asked if any of the other Committee members could help. When asked what 

time, she responded that arrival between 8:30 and 9:00 would be helpful. She concluded her report.  

 

Committeeman Craver stated he attended the Economic Development meeting. He shared that Mr. 

Robert Morse was a guest who was looking for advice concerning his hunt for property to build a 

rental hall for weddings and events. He stated they also discussed poor attendance and how to 

rectify it.  

 

Solicitor Carr stated that the Committee had started to review their policies for each of the Boards 

and Committees regarding attendance. He offered to dust it off and provide the last draft back to 

the Township Committee.  

 

Committeeman Craver stated that would be helpful and he concluded his report. 

 

Committeeman Hickson stated he too had attended the RAC meeting and as Fran has already 

touched on that the Easter Egg Scramble is Saturday. He shared that he took advantage of the free 

trees that the Township was giving out and briefly spoke with Sean Daniels. He stated that he went 

to the concession stand with him to go over a few things and he, Kirk and Sean are scheduled to 

meet next Monday at the park. Committeeman Hickson concluded his report. 

 

Committeewoman Spinelli asked Mr. Hickson if the windows they were asked about were in okay 

shape? 

 

Committeeman Hickson stated they are rollup metal doors/windows. There is no actual glass. He 

stated the complaint seems to be that the tables placed in front of them makes it difficult to open. 

You have to lean over the table to lift up. They have probably been there since the building was 

put up and either we find a way to make the tables mobile or look into the cost to replace the three 

windows.  

 

Committeeman Ridgway stated that he had nothing more to add this evening and concluded his 

report.  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

Mayor Copare announced that the Municipal offices would be closed on Friday, April 14th in 

observance of Good Friday.  

 

He also shared that Mr. Mangold from Pennoni would be at their next meeting on April 26, 2017 

to review their Grain Mill Proposal. He reported that Mr. Ridgway raised a general question 

about DEP Hazardous Site funding opportunities and our Clerk did some research for him and it 

was initially thought that the timing would be impossible. Shortly thereafter she received the 

Pennoni proposal with further reference to funding.  The Clerk spent some time speaking to Mr. 

Mangold and discovered that the Grain Mill site is a designated Brownfield Site which, if we 

submit a grant request promptly we most likely will get looked at for the funding money that will 

become available in June. We would possibly be able to recoup monies from Phase I as well as 
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part of the grant request. The project sits in a very good place for being looked at for funding. 

Timing is everything. As I stated Mr. Mangold will be at our next meeting to answer questions 

and then we can hopefully move ahead. He asked the clerk if she had anything to add. 

 

Clerk Marlor stated that the Grain Mill site was named a Brownfield contaminated site in the 

1990’s and she thanked Mr. Ridgway for peaking her curiosity about funding.  We’ll have to see 

if it all works out. 

 

Mayor Copare thanked the Clerk and concluded his report.  

 

PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
  

Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please stand, approach the 

microphone, state their name and the municipality in which you live for the record, and in five (5) 

minutes or less briefly state your comments to the Township Committee. 

 

 On a motion by Craver and seconded by Ridgway, the meeting was opened to the Public. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

Mayor Copare seeing no one wishing to speak asked for a motion to close the Public Session. 

 

 On a motion by Craver and seconded by Hickson, the meeting was closed to the Public. 

 Vote: All in favor  

 

RESOLUTIONS/CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Mayor Copare stated that all matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine 

in nature, and having been reviewed by the Township Committee, will be enacted by one motion.  

Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of any Committee Member 

and if so removed, will be treated as a separate matter. Any items requiring expenditure are 

supported by a Certification of Availability of Funds.  

 

86-2017 Payment of Bills – (manual bill list attached) 

87-2017 Resolution Authorizing Self-Examination of Budget 

88-2017           Resolution Authorizing the Reading of the Budget by Title Only 

89-2017 Resolution to Authorize a Raffle License to Schalick HS Track Booster Club 

90-2017 To Accept the Resignation of Agricultural Advisory Committee Member, Michael 

Brooks 

91-2017 Resolution Authorizing the Extended Appointment of an Interim Zoning 

Officer/Housing Officer 

92-2017 Resolution to Authorize an On-Premise Raffle License for Bridgeton Area 

Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc. 

93-2017 Resolution to Authorize an On-Premise Raffle License for Bridgeton Area 

Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc. 

94-2017 Resolution to Authorize an On-Premise Raffle License for Bridgeton Area 

Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc. 



6 

 

95-2017 Resolution to Authorize an Off-Premise Raffle License for Bridgeton Area 

Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc. 

96-2017 Resolution Authorizing the Refund of Property Taxes 

97-2017 Resolution Authorizing Temporary Road Closures for the 2017 Pittsgrove Day 

Parade 

98-2017 Resolution to Authorize Public Works Summer Hours 

99-2017 Resolution to Authorize Emergency Temporary Appropriations for the 2017 

 Budget 

100-2017 Resolution Authorizing Release of Escrow Monies from the Planning Board 

101-2017 Memorandum of Understanding Between Pittsgrove Township and SAJE 

Enterprises, LLC, d/b/a EDP 

102-2017         To Hire a Part-Time Principal Collection Clerk in the Tax Collection Department 

103-2017 Resolution Authorizing to Extend the Appointment of Acting Interim Part-Time 

Administrator  

104-2017 A Resolution Providing for an Executive Session not Open to the Public in  

  Accordance with the Provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act  

  N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b 

 

Mayor Copare asked if anyone wished to pull any resolution or had any questions. 

 

Committeeman Craver asked to pull Resolution 101-2017 and 104-2017.  

 

Committeeman Craver motioned and Committeewoman Spinelli seconded to vote by 

Consent Agenda on Resolutions 86-2017 through 100-2017 and 102-2017 and 103-2017. 

 

Roll Call:  Craver - yes, Hickson – yes, Ridgway -yes, Spinelli –yes, Copare – yes; motion carried 

 

Committeeman Craver motioned and Committeewoman Spinelli seconded to adopt by 

Consent Agenda on Resolutions 86-2017 through 100-2017 and 102-2017 and 103-2017. 

 

Roll Call:  Craver - yes, Hickson – yes, Ridgway -yes, Spinelli –yes, Copare – yes; motion carried 

 

Committeeman Craver asked to vote on the Memorandum of Understanding separately represented 

by Resolution 101-2017.  

 

Solicitor Carr stated that he would provide an updated version of the Resolution 101-2017 taking 

into account the discussion items of earlier that evening. They would include enhanced traffic 

control, goals would be provided by EDP, all fields except the paddock field will be treated with 

pre-emergent and grass seed. There will be an allowance for storage but Pittsgrove will pick the 

location and mitigation of the traffic concerns. Mr. Carr will draft and circulate the final version 

and will provide a copy to the Clerk for execution by the Mayor.   

 

Committeeman Craver motioned and Committeewoman Spinelli seconded to adopt 

Resolution 101-2017 with the changes. 

 

Roll Call:  Craver - yes, Hickson – yes, Ridgway -yes, Spinelli –yes, Copare – yes; motion carried 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

The Mayor cancelled the Executive Session and Resolution 104-2017 was pulled from the 

agenda with no further action.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further discussions, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and 

seconded by Committeeman Ridgway to adjourn the meeting at 9:12pm. 

                       Vote:  All in favor 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Marie M. Marlor, RMC 

Municipal Clerk    


