
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 26, 2017 

 

 

At 7:30pm The Pittsgrove Township Committee was called to order by Dr. Fiore J. Copare, Mayor. 

It was advertised in the Daily Journal on January 7, 2017, in accordance with Public Law 1975, 

Chapter 231. The flag salute was led by Mayor Copare. 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Craver, Hickson, Ridgway, Spinelli, Copare 

Absent:    

 

Solicitor Carr, Municipal Clerk Marlor, Certified Financial Officer Jacobs, Interim Administrator 

Garton and Henry J. Ludwigsen, CPA, RMA were also in attendance.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – April 12, 2017 

  

 On a motion by Craver and seconded by Spinelli, the minutes from April 12, 2017 were 

approved as submitted. 

 Vote: All in favor  

 

PRESENTATION- PENNONI ASSOCIATES 
 

Mayor Copare introduced the Pennoni Associates representative, Timothy Mangold. He noted 

that the Township is moving ahead on a very tight timeline for the Phase II of the Grain Mill 

demolition. This presentation is your opportunity to remind us what we have accomplished in 

Phase I and what we are going to accomplish in Phase II. 

 

Timothy Mangold provided a short history of the grain mill site. He reminded the Committee 

that it was identified as a Brownfield site in the late 1990’s and fast forward a dozen years to the 

beginning of the DEP site Remediation Program and new laws pertaining to such. The Township 

wished to redevelop this site; therefore, requiring a LSRP Engineer. Pennoni Associates was 

hired for Phase I in 2014 to complete additional assessment remediation and to close the loop on 

open ended issues. Presently there is a need for an additional scope of work to close out this site.  

Mr. Mangold stated that there is funding available for a designated Brownfield site and we meet 

that threshold for consideration. He noted that he has spoken to Michael Deeley is the state 

liaison for Salem County Brownfield sites and Mr. Deeley is pleased the Township is doing work 

and demolition is a good thing which moves you up in the profile. Mr. Mangold stated the first 

task in his proposal is to apply for funding to support the project. He stated that he was confident 

that the new work would be covered and reimbursement for Phase I would also be seriously 

considered. He noted that the submission for funding would incorporate the backup 

documentation for the monies spent for each task in Phase I.  Additionally, he stated that being a 

prior recipient helps move you up on the list for consideration. He shared that the process is an 

open enrollment and may take up to 3-4 months to get a response. One would continue meeting 

the needs of the small cities grant responsibilities while applying for this.  

Work on the proposal – first half is documenting to the state and getting a sign off and the 

second half is more investigation for the things that were found earlier, like the mercury near the 

garage property that is not part of the grain mill clean up at this time because it is not owned by 
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the Township. Mr. Mangold noted that there will be additional air monitoring required during 

this second phase but it may be reimbursable under the small cities grant should funding be 

adequate for submission. Mr. Mangold opened the presentation to questions.  

 

Committeeman Craver asked if there is monitoring for wells? 

 

Mr. Mangold replied there are several wells associated with septic systems to the property. He 

shared there is mercury in the ground water and they still have to connect the dots on these 

earlier discoveries. He cannot confirm at this time whether or not it is coming from the building 

at the garage property or the lot owned by the township. He further stated that the State may be 

concerned about giving site wide response action closure with the outlying garage property that 

may still be indicated to be contributing to the contaminated site.  

 

Committeeman Craver asked if the garage property was originally tied to the Grain Mill. 

 

Mr. Mangold replied that it was.  

 

Solicitor Carr spoke to the possible necessity to claim the garage (in the form of a lien) as this is 

something we will need to know as soon as possible.  

 

Committeeman Craver asked about the gas station on the other side of the Grain Mill property.  

 

Mr. Mangold stated that they have water contamination and it has leaked to the grain mill site. 

He further stated this is a complicating factor as to the impacts from the gasoline station but 

those impacts are not causing a problem for clean-up. The gasoline station was not associated 

with the original site like the garage building.  

 

Solicitor Carr asked to see the remediation action report.  

 

Committeeman Craver asked if the gasoline tanks have been removed from the gasoline station 

property.  

 

Mr. Mangold stated he believed they are gone and they continue to test the water.  

 

Mayor Copare thanked Mr. Mangold for making himself available this evening.  

 

APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENTAL/ACTIVITY REPORTS 

 

On a motion by Craver and seconded by Hickson, the Departmental/Activity Reports from 

March 2017 were approved as submitted. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REPORT - Fralinger Engineering PA 

 

Mayor Copare stated that Engineer’s Report was included in their agenda packets and asked if 

anyone had any questions. Hearing no questions the Mayor moved on.   
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TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

 

Solicitor John G. Carr reviewed his report synopsis that was submitted for distribution and review 

by the Township Committee. The contents of the report included:  

 

Brian Gardiner and Michelle Gardiner v. Gadus, Twp. of Pittsgrove, County of Salem:   The 

Township was served with this lawsuit based on what appears to be a claim for personal injuries 

relating to a motor vehicle accident occurring on April 3, 2015 at the intersection of Buck Road 

(County Road 533) and Lawrence Corner Road (County Road 621).  The item has been forwarded 

to the Risk Manager for attention, response and designation of insurance counsel (presuming they 

determine to appoint such).  I will keep you updated as this develops.  Given that the roads in 

question are County roads, the Pittsgrove responsibility in this case I take to be minimal absent 

further facts. 

 

Mutual Aid Agreement:    I did review the form of Mutual Aid Agreement circulating among 

Salem County towns.  A copy is attached.  This is more and more common given that taking care 

of the business of mutual aid is critical for the purposes of determining exposure as to insurance 

claims, replacement of expendable goods, damaged units, etc.  This is a part of the updated Incident 

Command System as is part of the New Jersey State Police, Office of Emergency Management’s 

chosen methodology. 

 

US Bank v. Johnson:    This is a continuation of a foreclosure matter in the Township.  This is 

simply an Amendment of a Complaint. 

 

Abandoned Property Workshop:    On the issue of foreclosure and abandoned property, I am 

attaching a copy of a notice I got about an abandoned property workshop being conducted at the 

Cumberland County College on June 15, 2017.  There is no charge to attend and I have confirmed 

that I will be in attendance and report back anything presented.  This in cooperation with New 

Jersey Community Capital and the Cumberland County Improvement Authority. 

 

Abandoned Property Notices:    I have raised the issue of the Abandoned Property Notices and 

note that our Administrator, by e-mail of April 20, 2017, wishes to take more time on the issue.  I 

will keep you advised as to what I hear.  I should mention that I am in agreement that a copy of 

the Ordinance and a simple letter of introduction needs to emanate from the Township. 

 

In addition to his written report he noted that he had distributed a draft of the attendance policy 

ordinance that was being considered several months and this could be the starting point for 

revisiting it. He also stated there would be an Executive Session this evening for general personnel 

discussion. 

 

Solicitor Carr concluded his report. 

 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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Mayor Copare moved on to Committee reports. Mayor Copare called on each committee member 

as follows: 

 

Committeewoman Spinelli stated that she and Committeeman Ridgway attended the 

Environmental Commission meeting held on April 24, 2017. They reported they were ready for 

Pittsgrove Day. She concluded her report.  

 

Committeeman Craver stated he nothing to report this evening and he concluded his report. 

 

Committeeman Hickson stated he had a meeting with the Public Works Department Forman, Sean 

Daniels. He shared that they reviewed the upcoming projects that Sean is planning for the summer.  

He stated negotiations are moving along at their slow and steady pace. Committeeman Hickson 

concluded his report. 

 

Committeeman Ridgway stated that he had nothing more to add this evening and concluded his 

report.  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

Mayor Copare announced that he and Deputy Mayor attended the Planning Board meeting on 

April 25, 2017 and a couple of applications were approved. He also shared that USANA 

presented some information as well.  He also noted that Habitat for Humanity was doing a 

woman’s build at the COAH housing in Pittsgrove and he was unable to attend. He asked if 

anyone could stand in for him.  

 

Committeewoman Spinelli offered to check her calendar and was willing if she was free.  

 

Mayor Copare thanked her and stated that the fundraising for Pittsgrove Day was another very 

successful year. He reported to date they had raised over 26,000.00. He thanked the community 

and sponsors for their generosity. He also stated that he wanted to comment that football is 

having some difficulty raising money and they are paying for port-a-pots for Green Branch Park. 

He suggesting to RAC that they investigate converting the big soccer field into a combined 

practice field which would avail football of the restrooms and concession stand. Can we work on 

that?  

 

ADOPTION OF THE BUDGET 

 

The Mayor stated that for Budget Resolution 76B-2017 Final Adoption, it’s the public hearing 

first, then final adoption. He read the Resolution by Title only as authorized by Resolution 88-

2017. 

 

   Resolution 76B-2017 Final Adoption  
 

He stated for the record that since the Introduction of Budget Resolution 76A-2017 on March 22, 

2017, the summary was published in the Daily Journal, posted on the Township website and 
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bulletin board in the Township building. The budget and its user-friendly version were made 

available at no cost in the office of the Municipal Clerk.   

 

On a motion by Spinelli and seconded by Craver, the public hearing for the 2017 Budget 

was opened. 

 Vote: All in favor  

 

Mayor Copare stated that the public hearing on Budget Resolution 76B-2017 is now open to any 

member of the public who wishes to speak on the Budget only. Please stand, approach the 

microphone, state your name and the municipality in which you live for the record.  

 

Seeing no one wishing to speak he asked for a motion to close.  

 

On a motion by Hickson and seconded by Craver, the public hearing for the 2017 Budget 

was closed. 

 Vote: All in favor  

 

On a motion by Hickson and seconded by Spinelli, they made the recommendation to 

adopt the 2017 Budget for the Township of Pittsgrove  

 

Roll Call:  Craver – yes, Hickson - yes, Ridgway -yes, Spinelli – yes, Copare – yes; motion carried 

to adopt the budget 

 

PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
  

Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please stand, approach the 

microphone, state their name and the municipality in which you live for the record, and in five (5) 

minutes or less briefly state your comments to the Township Committee. 

 

 On a motion by Spinelli and seconded by Craver, the meeting was opened to the Public. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

Mayor Copare seeing no one wishing to speak asked for a motion to close the Public Session. 

 

 On a motion by Hickson and seconded by Ridgway, the meeting was closed to the Public. 

 Vote: All in favor  

 

RESOLUTIONS/CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Mayor Copare stated that all matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine 

in nature, and having been reviewed by the Township Committee, will be enacted by one motion.  

Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of any Committee Member 

and if so removed, will be treated as a separate matter. Any items requiring expenditure are 

supported by a Certification of Availability of Funds.  

 

104-2017 Payment of Bills – (manual bill list attached) 

105-2017         Resolution Amending Appointments to the Planning Board 
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106-2017 Resolution to Authorize a Raffle License to Willow Grove Volunteer Fire Company 

107-2017 Resolution Authorizing Membership in a Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement 

with Participating Units 

108-2017 A Resolution Authorizing Temporary Road Closure for a Local Block Party on 

Selegmann between Steinfield Avenue and Brotman Avenue 

109-2017 Resolution Authorizing the extended Appointment of an Interim Zoning 

Officer/Housing Officer 

110-2017 A Resolution Providing for an Executive Session not Open to the Public in  

  Accordance with the Provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act  

  N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b 

Mayor Copare asked if anyone wished to pull any resolution or had any questions. 

 

Committeeman Craver motioned and Committeewoman Spinelli seconded to vote by 

Consent Agenda on Resolutions 104-2017 through 110-2017. 

 

Roll Call:  Craver - yes, Hickson – yes, Ridgway -yes, Spinelli –yes, Copare – yes; motion carried 

 

Committeeman Craver motioned and Committeeman Ridgway seconded to adopt by 

Consent Agenda on Resolutions 104-2017 through 110-2017. 

 

Roll Call:  Craver - yes, Hickson – yes, Ridgway -yes, Spinelli –yes, Copare – yes; motion carried 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Committeewoman Spinelli stated that for several months, with the help of the Municipal Clerk,  

she has done a lot of research on time and attendance programs. She further stated that she had 

given each committee person the price comparison sheet together with the proposals. She 

reviewed the current process. She stated that each employee fills out their own time card and 

their supervisor signs off on it. Those time sheets go to the payroll clerk and she completes a 

spreadsheet that goes to the CFO for approval. The CFO approves it and it goes to the 

Administrator for sign off. This manual spreadsheet is sent to CASA, our current payroll 

company and they process the payroll. Committeewoman Spinelli recommended that the 

Township consider moving to ADP Workforce because she believes it provides what the 

Township needs. She shared that the new system is able to track sick and vacation too, which is 

presently a manual function on a bi-weekly basis.  

 

Deputy Mayor Craver asked how will this change things? 

 

Committeewoman Spinelli stated that its computer based and each employee will enter their 

daily attendance into their own work station and it will all be tracked electronically through the 

system.  She noted that year end reports are automatically generated; but clarified that she would 

need to meet with the CFO to understand all the reports to confirm, as she suspects ADP can 

handle them. She also stated that her hope is that the new system would pay for work time 
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completed not concurrent to payday. Additionally, she proposed that they attempt to move 

everyone’s anniversary date to the calendar year.  

 

Committeeman Ridgway asked if there was a demonstration they could see?  

 

The Municipal Clerk stated that ADP doesn’t have a demo but that she could investigate what 

presentation they could do. 

 

Committeewoman Spinelli indicated she’d like to make this happen by June 2017 since it has 

three pay periods to use for the work around issues.  

 

Mayor Copare asked to form a sub-committee. He identified Committeewoman Spinelli, 

Committeeman Ridgway and CFO Jacobs. They will get together and report back to the full 

Committee.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Mayor Copare announced the Township Committee will be entering an Executive Session 

authorized by Resolution 110-2017. The public will be excluded from this portion of the meeting 

to permit the Township Committee to consider matters appropriate for discussion in such a session.  

The Township Committee will briefly convene in the side Conference Room and thereafter, will 

return to the Meeting Room and to Open Session. He deferred to Solicitor Carr for an explanation 

of the subject matter to be discussed and the amount of time which could be expected to elapse 

before the minutes of the non-public session could be released.  

 

Solicitor Carr stated that the Committee will be going into Executive Session for general 

personnel issues. No rice notices were necessary. He noted that the time to elapse before the 

minutes are released is unknown at this time.  

 

At 8:25 the Committee left the dais for the conference room 

 

At 9:15 the Committee returned to their seats at the dais and the regular meeting was resumed 

 

Solicitor Carr stated they were back on the record from the Executive Session and he stated no 

action will be taken at this time.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further discussions, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and 

seconded by Committeeman Ridgway to adjourn the meeting at 9:20pm. 

                       Vote:  All in favor 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marie M. Marlor, RMC 

Municipal Clerk    


