
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 26, 2017 

 

 

At 7:35pm The Pittsgrove Township Committee was called to order by Dr. Fiore J. Copare, Mayor. 

It was advertised in the Daily Journal on January 7, 2017, in accordance with Public Law 1975, 

Chapter 231. The flag salute was led by Mayor Copare. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Hickson, Ridgway, Spinelli, Copare 

Absent: Craver 

 

Solicitor Carr and Municipal Clerk Marlor were also in attendance.  

 

PITTSGROVE BOARD OF HEALTH - ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Mayor Copare asked for a motion and a second to recess the regular meeting and open the 2017 

Pittsgrove Board of Health Annual Meeting. 

 

On a motion by Spinelli and seconded by Hickson the annual Board of Health meeting came to 

order.  

 Vote: All in favor except Craver who was absent 

 

ROLL CALL FOR BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

Present: Hickson, Ridgway, Spinelli, Copare 

Absent: Craver 

 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 

On a motion by Hickson and seconded by Ridgway The annual Board of Health public session 

was open to the public.  

 Vote: All in favor except Craver who was absent 

 

No one wished to speak. 

 

On a motion by Hickson and seconded by Spinelli The annual Board of Health public session was 

closed to the public.  

 Vote: All in favor except Craver who was absent 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mayor Copare asked if anyone had any question regarding the shared service with the county. 

Hearing none he moved on.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mayor Copare asked if anyone had any new business for the Board of Health meeting. Hearing 

none he moved on.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

On a motion by Spinelli and seconded by Hickson the Annual Board of Health meeting was 

adjourned at 7:39. 

 Vote: All in favor except Craver who was absent 

 

RESUME REGULAR MEETING 

 

Mayor Copare noted for the record that they were now back on the record for the Regular Meeting 

of July 26, 2017 

 

7:40 Solicitor Carr noted for the record that Deputy Mayor Craver arrived at the meeting and 

took his seat at the dais 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Solicitor Carr stated that the negotiation team was in the building and Attorney Rosner was 

available to give an update to the Committee. He suggested that they add an Executive Session 

resolution which in sequence would receive #155-2017. 

 

On a motion by Spinelli and seconded by Hickson Resolution 155-2017 was adopted. 

  

Roll Call:  Craver - yes, Hickson – yes, Ridgway -yes, Spinelli –yes, Copare – yes; motion carried 

 

7:42 the Township Committee adjourned to the side conference room for an Executive Session 

9:48 the Township Committee returned to Regular Meeting 

 

Solicitor Carr stated that we were back on the record and that the Committee had received an 

update to the collective bargaining negotiation. He shared that no action would be taken at this 

time. 

 

On a motion by Spinelli and seconded by Hickson the Regular Meeting of July 26, 2017 resumed. 

 Vote: All in favor  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – June 28, 2017 and July 19, 2017 

  

 On a motion by Craver and seconded by Spinelli, the minutes from June 28, 2017 and July 

19, 2017 were approved as submitted. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENTAL/ACTIVITY REPORTS 

 

On a motion by Craver and seconded by Hickson the Departmental/Activity Reports from 

June 2017 were approved as submitted. 

 Vote: All in favor 
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APPROVAL OF RIGHT TO KNOW SURVEY CY 2016 

 

On a motion by Hickson and seconded by Craver the Right to Know Survey report was 

approved as submitted. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

APPROVAL OF USE OF FACILITY REQUEST FORMS 

 

On a motion by Craver and seconded by Spinelli the Facility Use Requests (3) were approved as 

submitted. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REPORT - Fralinger Engineering PA 

 

Mayor Copare stated that the Engineer’s Report was included in their agenda packets and asked 

if anyone had any questions. Hearing none the Mayor moved on.   

 

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

 

Solicitor John G. Carr reviewed his report synopsis that was submitted for distribution and review 

by the Township Committee. The contents of the report included:  

 

Home on Muller Road:   I did receive a call from a Howard “Roto” building a home on Muller 

Road seeking qualification and justification for the 1.5% development fee to be assessed against 

his home construction effort.  I did review the Ordinances with the help of the Municipal Clerk 

and did speak with this gentleman.  I believe this is an issue which has been handled and I have 

alerted Jim Grasso relating to same. 

 

Pittsgrove Investment Group:    At the last meeting, we heard from Mark Asselta, Esquire on 

behalf of the developer.  By follow-up from Beth Marlin, Esquire, also representing the developer, 

I was provided an e-mail and information as to the permissive nature of Pittsgrove’s Ordinance as 

to the open space.  The Ordinance permits the dedication of such to the Township. This would be 

appropriate for possible discussion and possibly action. 

 

Meeting Attendance Resolution:    N.J.S.A. 40A:9-12.1 as amended allows a Municipality to act 

making more stringent the attendance requirements provided under the statute.  In this case, you 

would be updating the statutory standard of missing no more than 4 consecutive regular meetings 

with no excusal by the body or board or the failure to attend and participate in meetings of such a 

body or board for a period of 8 consecutive weeks and modifying it to 3 consecutive regular 

meetings being missed with no excusal by the board and 6 consecutive weeks of failure to attend 

and participate in such meetings of the body.  You will find attached a form of Resolution adopting 

the more stringent regulation as permitted.  The excusal provisions which we included after 

discussion in the 2016 year at Paragraph 7 are important.  Additionally, it would be important to 

update all chairpersons as consideration of excusals are a necessary part of their regular meetings.  
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I generally instruct chairpersons to advise the body of the absence of a person and ask the body 

(on the record) “if anyone has an objection to their being excused”.  In this way, the effort to 

increase responsibility at regular meetings is not counterproductive as to the ability of the 

Township to promote volunteerism.  

 

Indemnification and Liability for Local Government Employees:   The 2017 League of 

Municipalities Magazine contained a decent piece of guidance as to governmental immunity 

versus liability in various circumstances.  This pertains to the actions of Township Committee 

persons and as such, I thought it worthwhile to share the article with you.  If anyone should wish 

to discuss, do not hesitate to advise. 

 

694-856 Landis Avenue, LLC:   This matter was the subject of a tax appeal which I caused to be 

answered on behalf of the Township with an Answer and Counterclaim demanding that the Court 

increase the tax assessment in the event evidence is produced through the Township Appraiser 

suggesting that the actual value is in excess of the one taxed.  I will keep you advised as this 

develops. 

 

USANA:   I did provide a draft form of correspondence to the Administrator and the Enforcement 

Officer seeking to assist in the consideration of the matters raised; a failure to abide the Court 

Order and the advertisement of events which did not comport with the Court Affirmed latest 

Resolution of the Land Use Board.  I will keep you up-to-date as this evolves. 

 

Parental Release from Minors Involvement from Environmental Commission Activities:   I 

did work with Mr. McBride as to the Release to be signed in the context of minors being involved 

in the Environmental Commission’s clean up activity.  You will find the document accompany 

this report. 

 

Committeeman Hickson asked Solicitor Carr for an update on USANA. 

 

Solicitor Carr stated that Skip Meyers reported he denied any knowledge of the events and Mr. 

Carr stated he need to put that in writing to the Township and the time given for that has not elapsed 

since the communication with him.  

 

Committeewoman Spinelli asked if the attendance policy was ready to go to the Committee Chairs. 

 

Solicitor Carr said he could prepare a resolution for the next meeting to implement.  

  

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mayor Copare moved on to Committee reports. Mayor Copare called on each committee members 

as follows: 

 

Committeewoman Spinelli stated that she attended the Environmental Commission meeting on 

Monday July 24, 2017. She shared upcoming meetings for farmland preservation. She concluded 

her report.  
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Deputy Mayor Craver stated that the Agricultural Advisory meeting was cancelled and he 

concluded his report. 

 

Committeeman Hickson stated that there have been Collective Bargaining negotiation meetings 

and you’ve received an update. He also reported that he attended the Ambulance Corp meeting 

and still did not have the numbers complete but expected to get them by the end of September or 

early October. He noted they expected to go to a full paid staff by next year and that a truck would 

be due for refurbishment soon. He concluded his report. 

 

Committeeman Ridgway stated that on July 8th there was an Environmental Commission road 

clean up on Centerton Road. He also stated the Tire Amnesty Day was a success. Lastly, he 

reported that the ADP time and payroll reporting programs are coming along and are expected to 

be implemented by month end. He shared that the tax bills are ready and can be made on line. 

soon.  He concluded his report.  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Copare announced that he was moving directly to the Public Session.  

 

PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
  

Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please stand, approach the 

microphone, state their name and the municipality in which you live for the record, and in five (5) 

minutes or less briefly state your comments to the Township Committee. 

 

 On a motion by Craver and seconded by Spinelli, the meeting was opened to the Public. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

Mayor Copare seeing no one wishing to speak asked for a motion to close the Public Session. 

 

 On a motion by Craver and seconded by Spinelli, the meeting was closed to the Public. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

RESOLUTIONS/CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Mayor Copare stated that all matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine 

in nature, and having been reviewed by the Township Committee, will be enacted by one motion.  

Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of any Committee Member 

and if so removed, will be treated as a separate matter. Any items requiring expenditure are 

supported by a Certification of Availability of Funds.  

 

148-2017 Payment of Bills – (bill list attached) 

149-2017 To Accept the Resignation of Kevin Yeagle from the Recreation Advisory 

Committee 

150-2017 Amended Appointments to the Recreation Advisory Committee 

151-2017 Resolution Amending Appointments to the Rent Control Board 
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152-2017 Resolution to Authorize a Raffle License to the Schalick High School Track 

Booster Club 

153-2017 Resolution to Authorize a Bingo License to the Schalick High School Track 

Booster Club 

154-2017 Resolution Authorizing Appointment of Housing/Zoning/ Code Enforcement 

Officer 

 

Mayor Copare asked if anyone wished to pull any resolution or had any questions. 

 

Committeeman Craver motioned and Committeeman Spinelli2. seconded to vote by 

Consent Agenda on Resolutions 148-2017 through 154-2017. 

 

Roll Call:  Craver - yes, Hickson – yes, Ridgway -yes, Spinelli –yes, Copare – yes; motion carried 

 

Committeeman Craver motioned and Committeewoman Spinelli seconded to adopt by 

Consent Agenda on Resolutions 148-2017 through 154-2017. 

 

Roll Call:  Craver - yes, Hickson – yes, Ridgway -yes, Spinelli –yes, Copare – yes; motion carried 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Solar update  

 

Municipal Clerk Marlor stated they were planning to give an update this evening but it appears 

they left before we adjourned our Executive Session. Mayor Copare moved on.  

 

2. Memorandum from Lisa Perella 

 

On a motion by Craver and seconded by Ridgway the memorandum from Perella to carry over two 

days was approved as submitted. 

 Vote: All in favor 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further discussions, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and 

seconded by Committeeman Craver to adjourn the meeting at 10:07pm. 

                       Vote:  All in favor  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Marie M. Marlor, RMC 

Municipal Clerk    


