
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

The Pittsgrove Township Committee met in the Meeting Room on September 11, 2019, 
Mayor Thomas G. Hickson, Jr. presided.  Mayor Hickson called the meeting to order and stated 
that the meeting was advertised in the Daily Journal on January 11, 2019 in accordance with 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:      Botticello, Copare, Ridgway, Spinelli, Hickson 
 
Solicitor Carr and Municipal Clerk Garton were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF USE OF FACILITY REQUESTS  

1. Parvin State Park Appreciation Committee / Hay Wagon 
October 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26  

2. Deerfield Township / Two (2) 20x40 Tents, Eight (8) Light Towers 
October 10-13 
 

  A motion was made by Committeeman Ridgway and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli to approve the two (2) above listed Facility Use Request; Deerfield Township is 
contingent upon receipt of the Certificate of Insurance. 
Vote:  All in favor  

 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  

 
Solicitor Carr presented his report on the following topics: Helig Farm, Oil/Stone Road 

Restoration Program, Annual Audit, Fair Share Housing Certification, and Running Deer 
Subdivision. 
 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Hickson called on each committee member present as follows: 
 
Committeewoman Spinelli had nothing to report. 
 
Committeeman Copare reported he received multiple calls regarding bees Green Branch Park. 
Unfortunately, they can not be destroyed without killing honey bees and other insects. 
 
Committeeman Ridgway reported that he received an email from the SJ Development Council 
about a grant opportunity up to $100,000 requiring 5 attendees at an upcoming meeting.  He 
reviewed the landfill escrow financial plan updated by the Township Engineer; the H2S air 
monitoring permitting that was budgeted for this year will be covered and we will be able to 
draw against escrow to be reimbursed. He spoke to Alexis Crawl at EDA to follow up on the 
Hazardous Discharge Site Remediation Fund Grant; all documents have been received and the 
grant has been closed out. We should be expecting a check in the amount of $141,285.85. 
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Additionally, he reached out to Salem County in regards to the Oil and Chip Project; according 
to Ray Owens Salem County is still interested continuing this and a Shared Services Agreement 
is forthcoming. The Planning Board approved two (2) bulk variances at its meeting last night. 
 
Committeeman Botticello reported he was in contact with the Consultants for the Solar Project. 
Interviews with the potential developers has been scheduled on October 6. The next step in the 
process is to have an Evaluation Report for consideration by the Township Committee.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
 Mayor Hickson reported that Gabrielle Heyel, MAPSA, reached out to convey that the 
Alliance wants to put a garden display at one of the parks in the future that would be a memorial 
for those affected by drug and alcohol abuse.  
 
PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 Please stand, approach the microphone, state your name and the municipality in which you 
live for the record, and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your comments to the Township 
Committee. 
 

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Ridgway, the 
meeting was opened to the public. 
Vote:  All in favor 
  
Norman Lenchitz, Pittsgrove, attended Neighborhood watch meetings in Brotmanville and 
reported four (4) areas of concern to the residents. First, tires at the closed Reeve’s Tire site pose 
a dangerous health concern to residents; they are a breeding ground for mosquitos and if caught 
on fire would spew toxic smoke into the air for days.  Second, a property on Issacs Avenue is 
thought to be operating an auto chop shop and there is a concern of brake fluid, engine oil, and 
antifreeze on the ground and contaminating the ground water. Third, multiple arrests have been 
made at the dead end on Eppinger Avenue for illegal activities. A street light recommendation 
was made to allow for easier observation by the police as well as discourage loiterers. Lastly, 
loitering at Unity Park after dusk has been observed, thus requests for a light at the end of the 
driveway as well as more frequent police patrols.  
 

There being no further comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeeman 
Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
RESOLUTIONS  
152-2019 Payment of Bills – (Bill List attached) 
153-2019 Governing Body Certification of the Annual Audit 
154-2019 Authorizing an On-Premise Draw Raffle License to Schalick Track Booster Club 
155-2019 Authorizing a Bingo License to Schalick Track Booster Club 
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 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Botticello to vote by Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 152-2019 through 155-2019. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Botticello, Copare, Ridgway, Spinelli, Hickson 
Nay -  0 
 
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Botticello to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 152-2019 through 155-2019. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Botticello, Copare, Ridgway, Spinelli, Hickson 
Nay -  0 
  
ORDINANCE 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Ridgway and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli to introduce on first reading Ordinance No. 2019-7 entitled “Bond Ordinance Providing 
for Various Capital Improvements, by and in the Township of Pittsgrove, in the County of Salem, 
State of New Jersey; Appropriating $606,400 Therefor (Including a Grant Expected to be 
Received from the New Jersey Department of Transportation) and Authorizing the Issuance of 
$200,000 Bonds or Notes to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof.” 
Roll Call: 
Aye -    Copare, Ridgway, Spinelli, Hickson 
Nay -    0 
Abstain - Botticello 
 
The second reading and public hearing will be held on September 25, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Meeting Room of the Municipal Building, 989 Centerton Road, Pittsgrove, New Jersey after 
which the ordinance will be considered for final adoption. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
            Proposals were obtained for an automated time keeping system and manual time clocks.  
Committeewoman Spinelli prefers an automated system but acknowledged how costly it is.  A 
discussion ensued regarding the pros and cons of the proposals presented.  A motion was made 
by Committeeman Copare and seconded by Committeeman Ridgway to acquire manual time 
clocks. 
Vote: All in favor 
 
 Committeeman Ridgway asked if the safety issues at Deer Pen Park were resolved yet?  
Administrator Hughes responded that the issues are being addressed by the Public Works 
Department. 
 
 Committeeman Botticello said that he and Committeeman Ridgway discussed the request 
made by a resident at the last meeting allowing dogs on leashes at Green Branch Park.  They 
requested the thoughts of other committee members.  Committeewoman Spinelli stated that some 
users of the park may be afraid of dogs; she can go either way.  Committeeman Copare was 
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concerned about urination.  Mayor Hickson stated that he has dogs but does not bring them out in 
public.  A change to allow it will require the Ordinance to be amended and if it’s not working 
out, amend it back.  Committeeman Botticello is a certified dog trainer and conveyed concern 
about owners not having the control over their dogs that they think they do.  The possibility of 
having a separate designated area for dogs in the park was mentioned.   It was agreed that further 
investigation is necessary and to refer the matter to the Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) 
for its recommendation. 
 
 Committeewoman Spinelli received an inquiry about animal restrictions; how many 
animals are permitted.  She was informed that this is not regulated by Ordinance in Pittsgrove 
and asked about changing or updating the Ordinance to regulate the number of animals 
permitted.  Committeeman Botticello responded that he is in favor of an Ordinance but 
grandfathering should be permitted and it should be fairly relaxed.  He reviewed several 
Animal/Livestock Ordinances when Ms. Chila brought this up previously.  Mayor Hickson stated 
that he would bring this up at the next Planning Board Meeting.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 The Memorandum from Public Works Manager regarding the Equipment Trade/Purchase 
of mowers was deferred until the Township Committee Meeting on October 23, 2019 to allow 
for the second reading and estoppel period of Ordinance No. 2019-7.  Committeeman Ridgway 
advised that the money is not available until then. Administrator Hughes was directed to advise 
Public Works Manager Daniels of such and request that he obtain two more quotes for the 
equipment that do not expire before the end of October. 

 
 Correspondence was received from new Health Officer, Robert Dickinson, Salem County 
Department of Health and Human Services.  He looks forward to working with Pittsgrove to 
address health issues and must attend the Annual Meeting of the Local Board of Health.  A date 
for such meeting will be scheduled before the end of the year. 
 
 On a motion by Committeeman Ridgway and seconded by Committeeman Botticello, 
Giovanni Briggs was promoted from a Part-time Seasonal Employee to Full-time Public Works 
Laborer III as recommended by the Township Administrator and Public Works Manager to work 
40 hours per week at the hourly rate reflected in the Union Contract.  
Vote:  All in favor 
 
  A motion was made by Committeeman Ridgway and seconded by Committeeman 
Botticello directing the Township Administrator to submit at least weekly reports via email in 
addition to the monthly report to the entire committee. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Botticello, Copare, Ridgway, Spinelli, Hickson 
Nay - 0 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
            There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and  
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seconded by Committeeman Ridgway to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 
 

Constance S. Garton 
Municipal Clerk 


