
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

FEBRUARY 12, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

The Pittsgrove Township Committee met in the Meeting Room on February 12, 2020 
Mayor Fiore J. Copare, MD. presided.  Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that 
the meeting was transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance to Public 
Law 1975, Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:      Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
 
Solicitor Carr, Administrator Hughes and Municipal Clerk Garton were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

The minutes of the January 22, 2020 Regular Meeting were approved as submitted on a 
motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli.  
Vote:  Aye- Botticello, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
            Nay- 0 
            Abstain- Girsham 
 
APPROVAL OF USE OF FACILITY REQUESTS  

1. Elmer Little League / Green Branch Park / Baseball fields (3) 
March 1 through June 1, 2020 / Monday through Saturday, 4:00pm – 8:00pm 

2. Narcotics Anonymous / Senior Community Center / 1st Floor 
February through December 2020 / Every Saturday, 5:30pm – 9:30pm 
 
A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 

Girsham, to approve the two (2) above listed Facility Use Requests as submitted. 
Vote: All in favor  
 
MOTORIST SOLICITATION APPLICATION (1) 

1.  Cumberland County SPCA / Almond and Parvin Mill Roads / April 19, 2020  
  w/ Rain date April 26, 2020 / 10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli to approve the above Motorist Solicitation Application contingent upon Salem County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders approval. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
APPROVAL OF 2019 WATER ALLOCATION REPORT 
 

A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman 
Girsham to approve the 2019 Water Allocation Report. 
Vote:  All in favor 
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APPROVAL – OLIVET CEMETERY ASSOCIATION REQUEST 
 

A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli to approve the annual request for the disposal of excess gravel by the Olivet Cemetery 
Association at the Pittsgrove Public Works Annex. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT 
 

A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeeman Harz to 
approve the Environmental Commission Annual Report. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 
Solicitor Carr presented his report on the following topics:  Elected Officials Attending Land Use 
Boards, Yard Waste Ordinance and Bylaws.  
 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 
  
Committeeman Botticello reported that he did not attend the Recreation Advisory Committee 
(RAC) Meeting, but there was a discussion about Beer Garden changes at Pittsgrove Day this 
year, making it less restrictive.  He and others participated in a call with EDP Soccer about the 
2020 MOU; it was very productive and they are willing to work with the Township on issues 
such as the traffic concerns at specific intersections and a Plan is expected soon.  EDP Soccer 
also committed $5,000 more than last year and $18,000 for the General Fund.  A first Finance 
Standing Committee Meeting was held to discuss the 2020 Municipal Budget and all is in good 
order; the process should go smoothly.  He also had a discussion with the Township Solicitor 
about Chapter 72 regarding the way that Facility Use Requests are going to be handled in-house 
to ensure that the Ordinance is reflective of the same. 
 
Committeeman Girsham attended the Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) Meeting and 
confirmed the discussion about Beer Garden changes as previously mentioned by Committeeman 
Botticello.  
 
Committeeman Harz reported that he attended the Rent Control Board Meeting.  A considerable 
number of residents also attended with significant concerns, many of which did not fall under the 
jurisdiction of the Rent Control Board.  Park ownership was represented and seemed unaware of 
the many concerns. 
 
Committeewoman Spinelli reported that MAPSA Grant Funding was reduced from $10,464 to 
$6,766 and will have to be taken into account as pertains to the Budget. The Planning Board 
Meeting on February 11 was cancelled. 
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 MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
          Mayor Copare reported that he attended the MAPSA Meeting.  The Band of Cougars also 
attended and are a presence in the community participating in yoga classes at the Senior 
Community Center and will be at the Egg Scramble.  The Mayor received correspondence 
regarding the planned improvements of turn-abouts to the five and six-points intersections; 
notices went out to neighboring property owners in connection with the projects. A letter was 
also received from Senator Sweeney’s Office inquiring about rent increases at Harding Woods 
MHP and the park residents’ inability to communicate with the new owners.   
 
APPROVAL OF 2020 EVENTS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE RECREATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC) 
 
 On a motion by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli the 
2020 Events recommended by the Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) were approved as 
submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
  
           Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please stand, approach the 
microphone, state their name and the municipality in which you live for the record, and in five 
(5) minutes or less briefly state your comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, the 
meeting was opened to the public. 
Vote: All in favor 
  
Greg McGraw, Pittsgrove Wrestling Association Coach, proposed that Green Brank Park be 
utilized to meet the needs of those in the community interested in Wrestling.  Not much would be 
needed, a concrete slab and a building, they would provide the mats and insurance.  It would 
allow the sport to continue uninterrupted and would also serve as a multi-purpose facility for 
other things.  He prefaced his proposal by stating that, in his opinion, kids leave this sport with a 
skill set that is utilized for the rest of their lives.  He also stated that the Administration at the 
High School has been a great partner regarding the use of facilities, however, the Dance and 
Theater Program is growing and space is becoming more limited.   
 
Henry Papiano, Pittsgrove Football and Baseball League, once again stressed the importance of 
our youth sports and transitioning into high school.  His son is a wrestler.  Sports involves the 
community and brings us together; games are a social place where people interact.  Youth sports 
numbers across the county are dwindling.  We’re not doing enough to keep our kids here.  His 
biggest complaint as a parent is the inconsistency of practices, it’s important.  Delsea is involved 
in youth sports.  He supports a building at Green Branch Park that PWA can call home.  They’re 
many other uses for a building like this and it would satisfy a need, and help attract others to 
come to Pittsgrove Township.    
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Committeewoman Spinelli asked if there was a way to utilize the gymnasiums at Olivet School 
and the Middle School temporarily.  She was informed that both are currently being utilized for 
basketball.   Transportation of the mats is also a concern.  Mayor Copare recognized the need for 
space for wrestling and suggested that this proposal be presented to the Recreation Advisory 
Committee (RAC) and that details including costs be discussed.  Committeeman Botticello 
suggested that a specific list of needs/wants be put together including size so that the process of 
considering this can start.  Solicitor Carr suggested utility, numbers be included and that grant 
funding could be sought. 
 
Norman Lenchitz, Pittsgrove, spokesman for the Brotmanville Neighborhood Watch gave a 
progress report on items presented during the September 11, 2019 Meeting: tires, unregistered 
vehicles and fluid spillage, lack of lighting, enforcement of park hours.  A new concern 
conveyed was the need of better signage for truck traffic as pertains to Route 55 and the 
Vineland Industrial Park.  A discussion ensued about the lack of lighting at two locations and the 
further removal of tires. 
 

There being no further comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeeman 
Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
RESOLUTIONS/CONSENT AGENDA 
42-2020 Payment of Bills– (Bill List attached) 
43-2020 Authorizing the Cancellation of Open Taxes with the Amount Due of $10.00 or 

Less for the Year 2019 
44-2020          Authorizing the Refund of Property Taxes 
45-2020 Authorizing a Firework Display at 2020 Pittsgrove Day 
46-2020 Authorizing a Firework Display at 2020 Trunk or Treat 
47-2020 Certified Copy of Corporate Resolutions 
48-2020 Certified Copy of Corporate Resolutions 
49-2020 Certified Copy of Corporate Resolutions 
50-2020 Rescinding Resolution No. 202-2019 and Memorializing 2019 Current Fund 

Budget Appropriation Line Item Transfers  
51-2020 Authorizing the Adoption of a Financial/Fiscal Policy for the Township of 

Pittsgrove 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Harz 
to vote by Consent Agenda on Resolutions 42-2020 through 51-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli Copare 
Nay -  0 
 
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Girsham to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions 42-2020 through 51-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli Copare 
Nay -  0 
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ORDINANCES 

 
A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman 

Girsham to introduce on first reading Ordinance No. 2020-01 entitled “An Ordinance Modifying 
Chapter 83. Solid Waste, Part 1. Waste Management, Article VI. Proper Handling of Yard 
Waste” 
Roll Call: 
Aye -    Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -    0 
 
The second reading and public hearing will be held on February 26, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Meeting Room of the Municipal Building, 989 Centerton Road, Pittsgrove, New Jersey after 
which the ordinance will be considered for final adoption. 
 

A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman 
Girsham to introduce on first reading Ordinance No. 2020-02 entitled “An Ordinance Amending 
Chapter 72 of the Code of the Township of Pittsgrove” 
Roll Call: 
Aye -    Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -    0 
 
The second reading and public hearing will be held on February 26, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Meeting Room of the Municipal Building, 989 Centerton Road, Pittsgrove, New Jersey after 
which the ordinance will be considered for final adoption. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Committeeman Botticello commented about the discussion by the Recreation Advisory 
Committee (RAC) concerning the allowance of those under 21 in the Beer Garden and that the 
perimeter be less defined.  The ABC has allowed less restrictions as long as there is someone 
present to monitor and ensure no pass-offs and drinking by underaged individuals.  His opinion 
is that he is okay with those under 21 in the Beer Garden; he is not okay with the perimeter being 
less defined. It’s important to define the area designated.  Committeewoman Spinelli feels that 
we are putting ourselves at risk by allowing those under 21 in the Beer Garden.  It is hard to 
police and enforce.  Committeeman Botticello explained that folks have complained and are 
upset that their children cannot accompany them in the Beer Garden.  Committeeman Harz 
commented to keep the fence and why should parents with small children be drinking in the first 
place.  That’s the area, this is the restriction, sorry.  Committeewoman Spinelli added that it will 
be difficult to get someone to take on the responsibility of enforcement.  Committeeman 
Girsham commented that it’s a family event and there doesn’t need to be alcohol period.  Mayor 
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Copare stated that the discussion was interesting and acknowledged different views on the 
matter.  He felt that it was allowed previously and monitored in a safe manner and should 
continue to be restricted. 
   
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Girsham to approve the Fralinger Engineering Proposal for Professional Services regarding the 
Reconstruction of Morton Avenue, Phase II. 
Roll Call: 
Aye -      Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -      0 
Abstain- Botticello 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
            There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and 
seconded by Committeeman Botticello to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 

Constance S. Garton 
 Municipal Clerk 


