
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

MAY 13, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

 
The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on May 13, 2020. Mayor Fiore 

J. Copare, MD. presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting 
was transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance to Public Law 1975, 
Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:      Botticello, Girsham, Spinelli, Copare      
Absent:      Harz 
 
Solicitor Carr, Administrator Hughes, Deputy Municipal Clerk Alward and Municipal Clerk 
Garton were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello, and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, the 
minutes of the February 26, 2020 Regular Meeting were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  Aye - Botticello, Girsham, Copare 
           Abstain: Spinelli 
 

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello, and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, 
the minutes of the April 8, 2020 Regular Meetings were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 

Solicitor Carr presented his report on the following topics:  Victory Assembly of God 
Bond, Labor Review, Oil and Stone Project, Tax Appeals and Possible Interruption of Professional 
Services. 
 
Committeeman Harz joined the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 
 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 
  
Committeeman Botticello had nothing to report. 
 
Committeeman Girsham had nothing to report. 
 
Committeeman Harz reported he missed the OEM meeting Tuesday but appreciates it is available. 
 
Committeewoman Spinelli reported she also missed the OEM meeting. 
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 MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
          Mayor Copare reported there was quite a bit of concern from the public over Green Branch 
Park not being opened. He answered a few emails that were sent to him regarding it not being 
open. He has been thinking about how to approach the subject or at least come up with a mitigation 
process that would eliminate or deal with the COVID-19 crisis. Last weekend we had 16 new 
Pittsgrove residents. Because we do not have a park guard/police his thoughts are to reach out to 
the Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) for them to come up with a mitigation process to 
ensure the safety of all of our residents. He is not sure how this can be done. His concern is that 
there is no one there to enforce social distancing from sun up to sun down.  As you may be aware, 
one of his close friends recently passed away from COVID-19. It is real and not something the 
government is making up. I know that people pay taxes and there are concerns even from 
committee members as to when we can possibly open. Clearly, if we practice social distancing it 
has been shown that our community will be safer.  He would like RAC to take a look at it. He 
questioned if legally, a volunteer could manage the park. Could employees manage that duty? His 
concern is there have been problems at the Convenience Center and is not sure how much they 
could control a massive onslaught of people coming to Green Branch. He has been thinking about 
it the last few weeks, not just after receiving emails from people that are making it political. A 
party gets you elected, but we all do what is best for the community and the people. It is not a 
political thing for me or anyone else on this committee. All committee members have been very 
supportive of the decision and he is very appreciative.  He hopes to open that park sooner than 
later, but has seen State Parks open and immediately close because of pure volume. He is worried 
about the health of everyone in the Township. We are all taxpayers and realize people want their 
freedoms but this is something that is as dangerous as he has ever seen in his profession, short of 
AIDS. 
 
Committeewoman Spinelli commented she also received emails concerning why we haven’t 
opened the park. She responded to them. There was a lot of negative chatter on Facebook. She 
understands everyone would like to go to the park as she would. However, there is no way right 
now. She has been trying to come up with ways that the park could safely reopen. She likes the 
proposed idea of the RAC trying to come up with a mitigation plan to open the park safely. She 
thanked all the committee members for all being on the same page to keep residents safe.  
 
Committeeman Harz commented that he has trouble telling residents that our Township parks are 
closed while State parks are open. When the Governor trusts people enough to self-govern, he has 
trouble saying we don’t trust our residents to self-distance.   He agrees that if the RAC can come 
up with a plan, even if it is just having certain hours of the day with someone to oversee it, that 
may be a solution.  He still agrees with self-governing.  
 
Committee Botticello commented he supports the decision to keep the park closed. He went to 
Garden Road Green House and had read online that they only were allowing five (5) cars in the 
parking lot. When he arrived, there was a large sign stating the same but there were eight (8) cars 
in the parking lot so he waited at the entrance. Someone pulled in behind him and was laying on 
the horn to get him to move forward into the parking lot while there is the giant sign stating five 
(5) cars in the parking lot right in front of him. He waited until there were four (4) cars and he 
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pulled in. No sooner did he do that, three (3) more cars followed in right behind him. On his way 
out there was a car waiting at the entrance for their turn to pull in but a car behind him got frustrated 
and decided to pull in the exit to park because they didn’t want to wait. He thought to himself, 
there is a giant sign saying not more than five (5) cars in the parking lot, and it is not that difficult 
to count to five (5), how are we to think that the hundreds of people in Green Branch Park are 
going to be willing to follow the rules of social distancing when we can’t even limit a single 
parking lot to five (5) people on Mother’s Day.  He respects Committeeman Harz’s opinion on 
self-governance. He commented that the State parks which are open have Park Police/Rangers to 
enforce social distancing measures and we have no such thing at Green Branch Park. The Governor 
actually is not trusting people to self-govern and follow the regulations, but rather has the Park 
Police/Rangers there for enforcement. We do not have such a luxury at Green Branch Park. He 
hopes that they can come up a way to get the park open and likes the idea of the RAC coming up 
with an acceptable method to safely make it happen. In his opinion, we are risking the safety of 
many, especially those at high risk, by allowing that park to open and just hoping that 100 percent 
of the people walking in and out of there are going to observe the guidelines that have been drawn 
out. 
 
ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARINGS / SECOND READINGS 
2020-03 Second Reading and Public Hearing for final adoption of an Ordinance entitled “An 

Ordinance of the Township of Pittsgrove to Exceed the Municipal Budget 
Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14)” 

  
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Girsham to open the Public Hearing for comments on Ordinance No. 2020-03. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 

There being no comments, the Public Hearing was closed on a motion by Committeeman 
Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
 On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, 
Ordinance 2020-03 was adopted on second reading for final passage. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0 
 
2020-04 Second Reading and Public Hearing for final adoption of an Ordinance entitled 
 “Amending Ordinance No. 11-2011, Authorizing Participation In The Joint 

Municipal Court Known As The Cumberland-Salem Regional Municipal 
Court, Amending Ordinance No. 05-2015 Authorizing Downe Township To 
Join CS Regional Municipal Court And Authorizing An Amendment To The 
Agreement For The Operation Of A Joint Municipal Court Between The 
Township Of Deerfield, Township Of Downe, Township Of Greenwich, 
Township Of Hopewell, Township Of Lawrence, Township Of Pittsgrove, 
Borough Of Shiloh, Township Of Stow Creek And Township Of Upper 
Deerfield”  
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 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Botticello to open the Public Hearing for comments on Ordinance No. 2020-04. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 

There being no comments, the Public Hearing was closed on a motion by Committeeman 
Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Harz. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Botticello, 
Ordinance 2020-04 was adopted on second reading for final passage. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay - 0 
 
RESOLUTIONS  
64-2020 Payment of Bills – (Bill List attached) 
65-2020 Authorizing the Refund of Property Taxes 
66-2020 Extending 2019 Oil and Stone Program Project 
67-2020 Approving Proposal of Grace Marmero & Associates, LLP, Labor Counsel for 

Pittsgrove Township  
68-2020 To Authorize Emergency Temporary Appropriations for the 2020 Budget 
69-2020 Governing Body Certification of Compliance with The United States Equal  
 Employment Opportunity Commission’s “Enforcement Guidance on the 

Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions Under 
  Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964” 
70-2020 2020 Municipal Budget - Introduction 
 
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Botticello to vote by Consent Agenda on Resolutions No. 64-2020 through 70-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -  0 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeeman Botticello 
to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 64-2020 through 70-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Botticello, Girsham, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0  
Abstain - Harz 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
 Committee Botticello provided an update on the Solar Development Project at the Sanitary 
Landfill.  An email from Ryan Scerbo, DeCotiis Law was received stating the developer is ready 
to pay the first half of the fees that we have incurred since the start of the project, about $95,000. 
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The Administrator is providing wire instructions and funds should be in the Township General 
Fund within the next week. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli, to approve the Pittsgrove Housing Rehabilitation Program Special Needs Waiver for 
PTSC19-106 located at 973 Gershal Avenue as presented by Community Grants, Planning & 
Housing. 
Vote:  All in favor 
           
 Jason Berks, RAC Chairman, was present and addressed the opening of Green Branch 
Park.  He would like to see a discussion take place as the virus is not going away anytime soon 
and would like to come up with smart solutions to open the park.  He is willing to help to keep our 
residents physically active in a smart way.  He understands we don’t want crowds of thousands of 
people, but he thinks this virus is going to be with us a while so it is not going to hurt to come up 
with ideas. 
 
  Matt Berger, Pittsgrove Soccer Club and RAC Member, was also present. He elaborated 
on the proposed location for the Pittsgrove Soccer Club Shed and indicated the location proposed 
is close to an electrical source and within view of the security cameras.  
 
Committeeman Botticello stated that he would like to see the shed placed behind the Concession 
Stand near the lighting panel although he is not opposed to the proposed location and understands 
the need to be in view of the security cameras.  
 
Committeewoman Spinelli stated her concern of the location interfering with the stage area for the 
annual Pittsgrove Day event. She would like the area near the Concession Stand to remain an open 
area for people to congregate and socialize. She does not have any objections to the shed. 
 
Committeeman Girsham asked if any combustibles would be stored in the shed and if they had 
looked into proper signage. Mr. Berks responded the plan is to store field paint, a gator cart and 
aerator for seed which is why they want it in view of cameras. They will look into the regulations 
and signage for storing gasoline within the shed.  

 
A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, to 
approve the request by Pittsgrove Soccer Club to place a storage shed at Green Branch Park at a 
location agreeable to Administrator Hughes, Public Works Manager Daniels and members of the 
Soccer Club. 
Vote: All in favor 
   
 Committeeman Botticello shared that within the last week the US Economic Development 
Administration released a Grant Program for Public Works and Economic Adjustment Projects.  It 
is giving 100 percent of the funds for such projects in just about any community in the country.   
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Pittsgrove would qualify to write an application for this Grant Program. He believes Pittsgrove 
would qualify for an 80 percent grant match so they would pay 80 percent and we would pay 20 
percent. There have been a couple projects that have been talked about over the years.  He thinks 
it would be helpful to talk about the potential of an Economic Development Project.  As a 
suggestion he mentioned extending the sewer line over 55 from Vineland using their sewer service 
and running it down to Gershal Avenue. One of the reasons we have not seen a lot of manufacturing 
developer interest along that corridor is the lack of water and sewer on-site. There are also potential 
broadband projects. A couple years ago we were discussing a possible Municipal Broadband or 
bringing better broadband into the township.  
 
Committeeman Harz stated his interest in water and sewer to Gershal Avenue. The Economic 
Development Committee is already looking at some development there and it would be good for 
us in the long run. 
 
Solicitor Carr asked if it was on the State Sewage Map. You don’t want to get yourself in a jam 
and have to change the state map and possibly lose out on the grant. 
 
Clerk Garton stated the sewer comes down Almond Road as far as B&B Poultry.  
 
Solicitor Carr recommended a subcommittee be formed to work with Administrator Hughes. Then 
reach out to the Planner before the next meeting and have a couple of options so the Township 
Committee would have the time to talk about it, but, not go from the next meeting for further 
discussion, but rather adopt a plan.  
 
Committeemen Botticello and Committeeman Harz are on the Planning, Preservation and Growth 
Management Standing Committee and are liaisons to the Economic Development Committee 
(EDC). The Township Committee was in favor of allowing Committeeman Botticello to consult 
with the Engineer to get numbers.  
 
PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state their name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record, and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Botticello, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote: All in favor 
  

There being no comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeewoman 
Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Botticello to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
            There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and  
seconded by Committeeman Harz to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 
 

Constance S. Garton 
Municipal Clerk 

 


