
 
ePittsgrove Township Environmental Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes (Via Zoom Teleconference) 
July 27, 2020 

 
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Commission Co- Chair, Tom Figlio, at 7:31 pm. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was given. The Open Public Meeting proclamation was read.  This meeting was 
advertised in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act.  The teleconference format notice 
was sent to the newspaper and posted on the township website. 

 
             In attendance: Tom Figlio, Norm Lenchitz, Trish Jankauskas, Nick Smith, Fran Spinelli, and 
 Eileen O’Hara. 
 
       2.   Approval of the minutes from June 22, 2020.  Committee reviewed.  Motion to approve by     
 Norm, 2nd by Trish, all in favor. 
 
       3.   Unfinished Business: 

  
        a.  Farmland Preservation Update - Eileen 
 
     Helig/Rizzo farms settled.  A. Bauman consolidated lots, that paperwork was sent to the  
     county and she’s ready to settle.  E. Mihalecz ready to settle.  Crisanti is having the    
       appraisals done. T. Mihalecz needs signatures on the application adding another lot.   
        Frohlich has designated an exception area for a house, Ag Committee will move on his  
        paperwork at the September meeting. 
       JWP Properties – Ag Committee voted to supplement their offer by $700.00/acre.  It will now      
       be referred to the Township Committee for their approval. 
                   
  b.   Green Acres/Open Space Update: None 
 
  c.   Report on Area Meetings, Training and Events: None     
                
       d.   Newspaper Articles:  
    
   i.   Eileen saw an article in the Philadelphia Inquirer (7/23/20) about the Spotted   
                     Lanternfly problem in NJ.  Norm said they have no natural predators here so nothing  
                        stops them but insecticides and we can’t spray everything.   
 
                     Tom read an article in the South Jersey Times (7/26/20) about the blue/green algae   
                     problem here.  The EPA needs to check Elmer Lake.  This alga has a neurological  
                     effect that is bad for fish and potentially lethal to dogs.  Keep your pets out of the local 
                     waterways.  Norm said he used an algicide for the first time ever this year. 
 
       e.   Elmer Lake Fishing Line Recycle Container – Tom, Ron and Norm replaced the pole.  The   
        tube is fine.  That area is full of trash, Tom will clean it tomorrow.  Fran thought a “Keep   
        Clean” sign might help.  Tom thinks the trash can is useful – people are taking advantage of  
        it but there is no regular trash pickup so the can gets full.  Tom will talk to Ron about the   
        trash issue. 
 
        f.   Pittsgrove Day: (May 16th, 2020) - Fran said this event is cancelled for this year.   



 
 

     i.   Native Species Exhibit 
  ii.   South Jersey Nature Club  

iii.   South Jersey Gas (CNG or Marking Exhibit)  
   iv.   Historical Photo Exhibit (Chick Jansky)  
  v.   8 Exhibit Booth Spaces and Tents as block configuration  
 vi.   Green Pittsgrove EC Logo Tote Bags  
   vii.  1 Rain Barrel and 3 Composters for giveaway  
  viii.   Environmental Education Literature Handouts  
   ix.   SJ Land and Water Trust Exhibit  
    x.   Clean Communities booth close to PTEC complex 
   xi.   Nick Smith and the Schalick High’s Interact Club  
  xii.   Jim Andrus, Blue Bird Boxes.  
  xiii.   Ideas, plans or dreams for 2021 Pittsgrove Day 
 
           

 g.   Private Well Testing (Final 5th Year Outreach Program)  
         i.  $12,500.00 additional CDC funding available to test 50-60 more homes. 
        ii.   9/29/20 deadline for completion per CDC guidelines. 
       iii.   Social distancing safe guards will be used for sample collection. 
 
             No one has heard anything else about the testing.  Tom will check with Ron for 
 updates. 
 

        h.  Chairperson Report: 
 
         i. Family bereavement leave of absence.  Tom will send Ron’s address to      
     everyone.  Please send him a card during this sad time.  The committee would  
           like to send something to the family and Tom will look into that. 
 

            i.  Quarterly PTEC road cleanup report:  Ron, Norm, Tom and Bernie participated.  Not as much   
 litter due to less traffic.  They collected 5 bags:  2 bags of trash and 3  

           recyclables.  Tom sent the report to the county. 
 

             4.   New Business:  None                                              
 

5.   Planning Board Update: None, last 3 meetings were cancelled 
 

6.   Correspondence:  None 
 
7.   Member Roundtable:  
 
                         i.      Any possible new social distancing member inquiries?  None 
      
                        ii.      Norm said Giordano’s wants to put a trash transfer station across from Joe’s.  He 
               said that would be an industrial use and thinks this area is commercially zoned.   
               It would also make the neighborhood less valuable and add traffic, dust and  
               diesel fumes.  Fran said they bought the old pickle factory site on Gershal &  
               Landis.  Tom wondered if they would need DEP approval but the consensus is,  
                           they would not.  Tom went over the zoning for this district and distribution  
                           facilities are allowed if the business has another purpose.  See the Conditional  



 
               Uses rules in the Zoning Codebook.  Fran said she and Dr. Copare took a tour of 
                           their facility and found no problems with it.  Tom thought it would be referred to                
               the Planning Board at some point for a final decision.  Norm pointed out that if  
                           they meet the zoning requirements, the Planning Board isn’t needed.  
 
      (Addendum---After the meeting Tom did a closer review of the Pittsgrove Land Use Code for the    
 HB-56 Highway Business Zoning District, which is probably the appropriate zoning information for 
 this property.  Tom would need the block/lot numbers to be certain.  He did not see “trash transfer 
 station” as a permitted principal, conditional, or accessory use.  He did see “recycling facilities as 
 per 60-100” as a permitted accessory use.  However, that citation speaks only of “site-generated” 
 recyclables, not of potential recyclables brought to the property.  He thinks the zoning officer may 
 deny the application for that reason and it will be referred to the Planning Board for approval with 
 variance requests.  DEP approvals are also needed as was discussed at the 7/22/20 Township 
 Committee meeting.  If the application does go to the Planning Board, the Board attorney, 
 engineer and planner will be able to provide their own expert reviews).  
 
    
                       iii.      Commission discussed alternate member, Harry Quinn.  He hasn’t attended any  
               meeting since he was appointed and doesn’t respond to his emails.  Eileen said  
                           he could be removed because he missed 3 consecutive meetings.  The       
               commission wants to proceed with his removal and Eileen will refer the matter to  
   the Township Committee to get that done.   
 
                       iv.     Tom, Trish, Bernie and others helped install the new “Rain Garden”. Tom would  
                           like a township resolution thanking the South Jersey Land & Water Trust for all  
                           their help with the planning and execution of this project.  It’s a benefit for the  
                           community.  Eileen will forward a resolution request to the Township Committee.  
 
8.   Public Comments:  None 

 
9.   Budget:  Nothing spent yet for the 2020 budget except for ANJEC membership.   
 
10.  Adjournment:  8:43 p.m.  Motion to adjourn by Trish, 2nd by Norm, all in favor. 

 
 

    NEXT MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 24TH, 2020 


