
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

SEPTEMBER 9, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

 
The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on September 9, 2020. Mayor 

Fiore J. Copare, MD. presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the 
meeting was transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance with Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:      Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare      
 
Solicitor Marmero, Administrator Hughes, Deputy Municipal Clerk Alward and Municipal Clerk 
Garton were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the 
minutes of the August 26, 2020 Regular Meeting was approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 

Solicitor Marmero presented his report on the following topics:  Cancellation of Mortgage, 
Tax Appeals, Landfill Solar Project, Victory Assembly of God Church and Demolition of 
Properties. 
 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 

Committeeman Botticello stated there have been several questions asked on social media 
and through some private messages regarding the playground equipment at Deer Pen Park and 
Green Branch Park. They asked why those two (2) playgrounds remain closed? He and 
Committeeman Girsham received an email from CFO Colaneri a couple of weeks ago asking about 
reallocating some of the Recreation Advisory Committee Funds budget into emergency repairs. 
Apparently, an insurance inspection at the playgrounds deemed them unsafe and in need of repair. 
He and Committeeman Girsham authorized the budgetary change to get these those repairs 
moving. They are fairly significant repairs and the parts have been ordered.  Under Old Business, 
he will discuss the Garrison Landfill. 

 Committeeman Harz had nothing to report. 

Committeewoman Spinelli had nothing to report. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT  

Mayor Copare reported he received a letter from EDP soccer regarding their Agreement to 
maintain our fields. They will be applying fertilizer growth prevention, donate $750 per 
tournament and maintain the allotted number of public gathered per the state guidelines. 

PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state their name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record, and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote: All in favor 

 There being no comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and 
seconded by Committeeman Botticello to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
RESOLUTIONS  
 
117-2020 Payment of Bills - (Bill List attached)  
118-2020 Authorizing the Renewal Of 2020-2021 Alcoholic Beverage License No.   
  1710-31-005-001 - Garden State Lodge #1534 IBPOE of W  
119-2020 Authorizing Release of Letters of Credit Posted for Victory Assembly of God as 

Performance and Maintenance Guarantees for Improvements at Property Known 
as Block 103, Lot 7  

120-2020 Approving Implementation of Revised Employee Leave Policies 
121-2020 Memorializing Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant 

Contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Morton 
Avenue Section III Resurfacing 

 
Committeeman Harz requested Resolution No. 119-2020 be pulled from the Consent Agenda and 
voted upon separately. 
 
Committeeman Botticello requested Resolution No. 121-2020 be pulled from the Consent Agenda 
and voted upon separately. 
 
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz 
to vote by Consent Agenda on Resolutions No. 117-2020, 118-2020 and 120-2020. 
 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Botticello, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -  0 
Absent - Girsham 
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 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Botticello to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 117-2020, 118-2020 and 120-2020.  
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -  0  
Absent - Girsham 

 A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli to adopt Resolution No. 119-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Botticello, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay - 0 
Abstain - Harz 
Absent - Girsham 

A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Harz 
to adopt Resolution No. 121-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0 
Abstain - Botticello 
Absent - Girsham 
 
OLD BUSINESS  

Mayor Copare stated there was an item of Old Business, the memorandum from Township 
Administrator regarding the request to rent Township owned property which was tabled at the last 
Regular Meeting on August 26 2020. Solicitor Marmero stated in this type of situation the lease 
does have to be made to the highest bidder by open public bidding at auction or by submission of 
RFP. Simply draw up a one-page RFP that says the intent to rent out this property or a portion of 
this property to someone who wants a food stand or a food truck.  It would have to go through the 
advertising process as well. Committeeman Botticello asked if the deed restrictions on that 
property had been reviewed? Solicitor Marmero had not seen the deed restrictions, but he did some 
research and didn't see anything that would restrict the use of the property in this form. He will 
draw up a very simple RFP that fits the Township’s needs and the Township Committee can agree 
to advertise it at the next meeting.  

 Committeeman Botticello stated at the beginning of the year in budget talks, we had 
discussed putting money aside for an environmental investigation over at the Garrison landfill.   
He asked Ryan Scerbo at Decotiis Law to get us a couple of estimates for what that work would 
cost. We received a response from TTI Environmental who he’s worked with before. They do very 
good work and I'm very confident in them. The proposal to do the Phase One assessment for the 
landfill is just under $4,600. We budgeted at least $10,000 for this part of the project earlier in the 
year. Mayor Copare stated he thinks it's a nominal fee and it's appropriate. There may be some 
way we can make use of that area and at least will give us an idea of what we have to do to correct 
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anything that might be problematic. He is in favor of it.  Committeeman Harz stated he is fine with 
it, makes sense and it's coming in at the right price considering what was set aside for this purpose. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

  
 A motion was made by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeeman Botticello 
to approve the Recommendation to Hire Temporary Full Time Administrative Assistant, Jan 
Sanger, at an hourly rate of $12.50/hr. as recommended by the Township Administrator.  
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Botticello, Harz, Copare 
Nay -   0 
Abstain - Spinelli 
Absent - Girsham 
 
 Committeewoman Spinelli informed others that she received a complaint from a local 
farmer that Township roadsides were not being mowed.   The farmer took it upon himself to do 
some of the mowing.  She asked Administrator Hughes to comment.  He shared that he too had 
received calls about the lack of mowing on County Roads.  He said that he would check with Public 
Works Manager Daniels regarding the concern, but thought the equipment needed may be broke 
down and a provision for replacement would not occur until 2021.   He will provide the Township 
Committee with an explanation and contact the County to address the lack of roadside mowing on 
County roads within the Township. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
            
  There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and  
seconded by Committeeman Harz to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Constance S. Garton 
Municipal Clerk 


